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Safe Schools Coalition Australia (SSCA) Program
Building Respectful Relationships Program (BRR) \

As I considered your response, dated 1 May 2017, to my letter, dated 21 April 2017, as
unacceptable because it did not respond to the issues which I raised, I commissioned
further research into these programs.

The SSCA program is promoted as an ‘anti-bullying’ program designed to stop bullying
of so-called Gay/Lesbian/Transgender children in school. It promotes the notion that
gender is how a person “feels in their mind” and “some people have a fluid gender — it
changes over time.”

This notion of gender choice has no basis in science. LaTrobe University research which
promotes this notion of gender ﬂuldlty is therefore not credible. See Attachment 1 —
Gender variety has no basis in science; Attachment 2 — Gender Ideology Harms Children
— American College of Pediatricians. This states “People who identify as ‘feeling like the
opposite sex’ or ‘somewhere in between’ do not comprise a third sex. They remain
biological men or biological women.” and Attachment 3 — Transgenderism: treat as a
mental illness.

Although the La Trobe University research is used to justify funding for the SSCA ‘anti
bullying’ program funded by the Federal Government, the architect and co-founder, Ros
Ward, La Trobe University academic is reported as conceding it “....is not about stopping
bullying” and “It’s about gender and sexual diversity. About same sex attractive, about
being transgender etc, etc” See Attachment 4 — Worried over Safe Schools? “Tough!®
Ward also concedes that the SSCA is “part of a broader Marxist strategy to change
society.” See Attachment 5 - Schools activist attacks Dutton.

It is also reported that Emeritus Professor, Anne Mitchell, described as the research
doyenne behind the SSCA program has spoken of “shaping an agenda” and how “early
research .....was purposely tied to a disease or public health issue to aftract funding...”
and further “.....Professor Mitchell also said one of her team’s biggest successes was
shifting the issue from the moral arena — given some religious schools would have been
unlikely to sign on to a program that gave the appearance of supporting homosexuality —
to a safety one.’

It is also reported that three of the four academics, paid $270,000 by the Foundation for
Young Australians (FYA) to conduct an ‘independent’ evaluation of the Safe Schools
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program, could be judged as biased having written extensively on sex education in
schools, in the same vein as supports SSCA and criticizing heteronormativity.
One of these academics is Co-Chair of Twenty10, a gay and transgender organization that
was promoted in the SSCA material. See Attachment 6 — Safe Schools gay youth co-chair
and Attachment 7 - Safe Schools evaluators’ ‘heteronormative fears.’
There is a report about a video, developed by La Trobe University,that teaches Year 7
and 8 students “You don’t have to be a certain way just because you have a penis and you
don’t have to be a certain way just because you have a vagina. We’re not gonna care
about that. We’re gonna do what we wanna do. We’re gonna be who we wanna be.” See
Attachment 8 — Video urges Students to ignore physical gender. Such advice ignores the
scientific facts and is encouraging behaviour consistent with a ‘psychological or mental
illness.’
The article, “Sceptism as survey doubles same-sex teen attraction” The Weekend
Australian March 19-20, 2016 raises very serious questions about the efficacy of the
research by La Trobe University’s Australian Research Centre in Sex, Health and Society
(ARCSHS). See Attachment 9. These questions have not yet been satisfactorily
answered.
In addition to the above, there is the Building Respectful Relations (BRR) program,
funded on the basis of domestic violence protection and being taught in Victorian
schools. This too is the outcome of research by La Trobe University. Ostensibly, a
domestic violence program which received Commonwealth Government funding for this
purpose, it is actually a program which promotes the sexualisation of children in an
extreme way and quite contrary to its stated aim to work against premature sexualisation.
Can you please confirm that you have no intention of allowing the BRR program in
Western Australian State schools
So much more has been written and spoken in the media about the way the SSCA is
being encouraged across the whole curriculum; how children aged 12 and 13 are
encouraged to role play inappropriate sexual scenarios and view all forms of sexual
activity as acceptable, normal and safe; are encouraged and taught how to access gay
websites with links to adult and pornographic sites and how these children are then taught
how to hide their web browsing from their parents; how they can learn techniques for
breast suppression and penis tucking which can result in long term medical problems
including cancer. This is a form of child abuse.
In your response, dated 1 May 2017, you expressed your confidence “...in the
professional judgement of our educators in determining the most suitable evidence-based
programs for use in our schools.” »
Our research suggests that your confidence in your educators is misplaced as there are at
least 25 Government schools signed up for the SSCA program which is not evidence
based nor is it suitable for use in any school. It has no basis in science; it is a charade; it-is
part of a Marxist program to change Australian society and destroy the concept of the
family. Furthermore we note that the State School Teachers’ Union (SSTUWA) has
promoted Safe Schools Coalition WA (SSCWA) run workshops for teachers in WA.
Why should SSTUWA be involved in these teacher workshops and what control do you
have over what material SSCWA conveys to teachers at these workshops?
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All of the above facts show that SSCA is not evidence based; there is no scientific basis
for the concept of gender fluidity; around 98% of gender confused boys and 88% of
gender confused girls accept their biological sex after naturally passing through puberty.
The SSCA program promotes conditioning children into believing a lifetime of chemical
and surgical impersonation of the opposite sex is normal and healthful; this is child
abuse.
For these and other reasons other States have withdrawn the SSCA program.
Having regard to the above facts and to your obligation to ensure that education programs
do not condone child abuse and teach only factually based curricula, will your
Government now withdraw the SSCA program from Government schools in Western
Australia? Failure to do so will increase the prospect of taxpayers facing huge costs, at
some point in the future, when some adults realize that as immature children, exposure to
the SSCA program encouraged them to believe in gender fluidity and change their gender
only to experience consequent psychological and physical health problems for the rest of
their lives, when the probability is that, left to pass through puberty naturally, they would
have accepted their biological sex and been able to live normal lives.
Wouldn’t it be better to devote these resources to raising educational standards of
achievement and hopefully achieve a much higher ranking than just six Government
schools gaining a place in the top 30 Median ATAR 2016 with the highest ranking of 10.
Anti bullying programs in schools should not focus on one specific cohort such as gay
and lesbian. To do so only exacerbates the issue if there is one. For this reason and based
on all of the above the SSCA should be withdrawn. _
Instead, every school should accept that all children, adults and parents have the right to
be treated with respect and dignity and must be so treated and must accept the
responsibility to do so. This can be developed, in every school, in such a way as it
becomes part of the ethos of each school.

Denis J Whitely
Executive Director
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Gender varletv has
no basis in science

by Terri Kelleher

‘Gender is fluid. That is what young
people are being told in schools.

Safe Schools Coalition” Australia
(SSCA) resource booklet “OMG I'm
Queer” (on page 7), states categoncally
“Sex is your physical aspects @.e., your
wibbly wobbly bits) ... . Gender on the
other hand is how you feel m your
mind.

“Some people have a fluid’ gender

- it changes over time, My f fnend bhas

warhed me not to be surprlsed if one

day she rocks up with a shaved head

and. asks to be called Bruce. But you

know what? That’s completely up to
her.”

Facebook users previously had to
identify themselves as male or female,
or could keep their gender private.
Now 56 gender options are offered
and users can select a “custom” gender
option

The notion that gender is fluid and
that a man can become a woman, or
vice versa, by way of surgery and/or
hormone treatment, is controversial.

Feminist author and psychologist
Laura McNally has commented on the
SSCA advocacy of gender fluidity. She
wrote on the ABC's Rehglon and Ethics
website: “The idea that gender is a feel-
ing is highly questionable. In fact, the
idea of feminine or masculine thinking
has long been disputed in the research.

“Many people are u;deed diverse
and - non-conforming, and ending
discrimination around difference is
worthwhile. But there is no consen-
sus in the research on whether putting
children into gender categories is help-
ful or s1mp1y premature and possibly
disruptive. Theories about gender are
dubious at best.”

And genetics tells us otherwise. Dr
David page has discovered that X and
Y chromosomes “function throughout

N,

the entire body, not just within the
reproductive tract. ... every cell knows
it at the molecular level.

“We aren’t unisex, and our bodies
know this — every cell knows it at the
molecular level.”

Dr Page explams more in a short
but very informative video which can

be'’ accessed at http://tinyurl,com/ .

nmsy393.

- Greer cops a blast

But saying she didn’t think that
post-operatrve transgender men were
women brought down the wrath of the
gender police like a ton of bricks on ex-
patriate Australian feminist academic
and author Germaine Greer. Students
at Cardiff University in Wales got up
a petition calling for the university to
cancel a lecture she was to,_give there,

accusing the famous feminist of spout-
ing hateful and margmahsmg views of
transgender people. -

Greer told the BBC: “I'm not éay—
ing that people should not be allowed
to go through that procedure ... What

Tm saying is, it doesn’t make them a

woman.

It happens to 0,be.an opmlon Its
not ia ;ohlb._ltlfon.”~ s , :

Amerrcan Olympic athlete, Bruce
Jenner, on the other hand, has been
feted in the media over his transition-
ing to a woman and changing his name
to Caitlyn, being honoured as one
of Glamour magazine’s Women of the
Year in New York recently.

Jenner is reported to have com-
mented on completing his. transition-
ing: “In some ways, it's a little sad.
Bruce was a good guy, did a lot of good
things, raised a tremendous family and
wonderful kids. But I just couldn’t play
that game any longer.

“T actually cried a little bit about it

.KWSWEEKLY, NOVEMBER 21, 2015 — PAGE 8
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... It was very exciting, but such a head
trip.”

His words read as though. Bruce
was another person, a person who no
longer exists. ‘

What do psychiatrists say about
this? Eminent American psychiatrist
Paul McHugh has said: “Sex change”
is biologically impossible. Peoplé who
undergo sex-reassignment surgery do
not change from men to women or vice
versa. Rather, they become feminised
men or masculinised women. Claim-
ing that this is civil-rights matter and
encouraging surgical intervention is in
reality to collaborate with and promote
a mental disorder.”

Dr Joseph Berger, a specialist in
psychiatry at the Royal College. of
Physicians and Surgeons of Canada
says: “Transgendered’ are people who
claim that they really are or wish to
be people of the sex opposite to which
they were born as, or to Whlch then'
chromosomal conﬁguratlon attests.
Scientifically, there is no such a thlng
Therefore anyone who actually truly
believes that notion, is by definition
deluded, psychotic. The medical
treatment of delusions or psychosis is

.not by surgery.”

And if they concede that s<:1ent1f—
ically they cannot change sex ‘bt are
unhappy with their biological sex and
wish t6 be of the other sex, again: “The
proper treatment of emotlonal ‘unhap-
piness is not surgery.” '

Not in the science

So the answer to the lead question?
Does 1t liein the smence , what . genetics
tells us? Or i in the lings ‘of the man
who feels he is a. woman trapped in a
man’s body? Or’ “does it just depend
on from whose perspective you are
looking at it? Well, if I am feeling cold
when in fact the thermometer says itis
42 degrees in the shade and I continue
to turn up the, heater and pﬂe on more
layers of clothlng, then I will in fact
eventually die of heat exhaustlon

The feelings of people whio are
unhappy with their blologlcal ; sex‘
should not be 1gnored but medrcal or
surgrcal treatment to give th the
appearance of the other sex “does, not
seem to be the answer. m

www.NewsWeekly.com.au
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| 'Gender Ideology Harms Chlldren American College of
Pediatricians

The American College of Pediatricians urges educators and legislators to reject all policies
that condition children to accept as normal a life of chemical and surgical impersonation of
the opposite sex. Facts — not ideology — determine reality.

1. Human sexuality is an objective biological binary trait: “XY” and “XX” are genetic
markers of heaith ~ not genetic markers of a disorder.

The norm for human design is to be conceived either male or female.

Human sexuality is binary by design with the obvious purpose being the reproduction and
flourishing of our species.

This principle is self-evident. The exceedingly rare disorders of sexual differentiation
(DSDs), including but not limited to testicular feminization and congenital adrenal
hyperplasia,

are all medically iq_éntifiable deviations from the sexual binary norm, and are rightly
recognized as disorders of human design. Individuals with DSDs do not constitute a third
sex. ‘

2. No one is born with a gender. Everyone is born with a biological sex.

Gender (an awareness and sense of oneself as male or female) is a sociological and
psychological concept; not an objective biological one.

No one is born with an awareness of themselves as male or female; this awareness
develops over time and, like all developmental processes,

may be derailed by a child’s subjective perceptions, relationships, and adverse
experiences from infancy forward. People who identify as “feeling like the opposite sex” or
“somewhere in between” do not comprise a third sex.

They remain blologlcal men or b|otogical women

3. A person’s belief that he or she is something they are not is, at best, a sign of confused
thinking. ’

When an otherwise healthy biological boy believes he is a girl, or an otherwise heaithy
biological girl believes she is a boy, an objective psychological problem exists that lies in
the mind not the body, and it should be treated as such.

These children suffer from gender dysphoria.
Gender dysphoria (GD), formerly listed as Gender Identity Disorder (GID), is a recognized

mental disorder in the most recent edition of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of the
American Psvchiatriec Assaciation (NSM.V)



* The psychodynamic and social learning theories of GD/GID have never been disproved.
4. Puberty is not a disease and puberty-blocking hormones can be dangerous.

Reversible or not, puberty- blocking hormones induce a state of disease ~ the absence of
puberty — and inhibit growth and fertility in a previously biologically heaithy child.

5. According to the DSM-V, as many as 98% of gender confused boys and 88% of gender

confused girls eventually accept their biological sex after naturally passing through
puberty.

6. Children who use puberty blockers to impersonate the opposite sex will require cross-
sex hormones in late adolescence.

Cross-sex hormones are associated with dangerous health risks including but not limited
to high blood pressure, blood clots, stroke and cancer.

7. Rates of suicide are twenty times greater among adults who use cross-sex hormones
and undergo sex reassignment surgery, even in Sweden which is among the most LGBQT
~ affirming countries.

What compassionate and reasonable person would condemn young children to this fate
knowing that after puberty as many as 88% of girls and 98% of boys will eventually accept
reality and achieve a state of mental and physical health?

8. Conditioning children into believing a lifetime of chemical and surgical impersonation of
the opposite sex is normal and healthful is child abuse.

Endorsing gender discordance as normal via public education and legal policies will
confuse children and parents, leading more children to present to “gender clinics” where
they will be given puberty-blocking drugs. J

This, in turn, virtually ensures that they will “choose” a lifetime of carcinogenic and
otherwise toxic cross-sex hormones, and likely consider unnecessary surgical mutilation
of their healthy body parts as young adults.

Michelle A. Cretella, M.D. N
President of the American College of Pediatricians

Quentin Van Meter, M.D.
Vice President of the American College of Pediatricians

Pediatric Endocrinologist

Paul McHugh, M.D. . .
University Distinguished Service Professor of Psychiatry at Johns Hopkins Medical School and the

former psychiatrist in chief at Johns Hopkins Hospital
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Transgenderism: treat
it as a mental illness

by a News Weekly contributor

The treatment of young people
changing their gender is presented
as normative by the Safe Schools
Coalition Australian program Even
some primary schools are announcing
that children are “transgendering”
to another sex. So, what is .and how
safe is transgendering? This article
summarises the advice of experts in
the medial profession who deal with
transgender issues.

People who identify as transgender
experience a mismatch between the sex
they were born with, and their gender
identity. This- includes genderqueer
people, whose identities are not
exclusively masculine or feminine,
but may, for example, be bigender
(experiencing two gender identities),
pangender (a wide multiplicity
of gender identities), genderfluid
(fluctuating between gender identities),
or agender (without gender).

Psychiatrist John F. Oliven of
Columbia University coined the term
transgender in his 1965 reference
work, Sexual Hygiene and Pathology,
replacing the term transsexual,
which had been introduced in 1949
by surgeon “und neuro-psychiatrist
David Oliver Cauldwell. Cauldwell
distinguished “biological sex” from
“psychological sex”, and saw the latter
as determined by social conditioning.
He regarded sex reassignment surgery
as an unacceptable response to
transsexualism, and instead advocated
that it be treated as a mental disorder.

_ Transgenderism is also known as
gender dysphoria or gender identity
disorder (GID). The various levels of
transgender manifestation include
dressing as the opposite sex, receiving
hormonal treatment, or undergoing
sex-change surgery.

The Nottingham Centre for Gen-

der Dysphoria found in a study that

transgenders have high levels of men-
tal-health problems including depres-
sion, resulting in increased levels of
self-injury and suicidal ideation.

‘Walt Heyer, who was a married
father of two when he underwent a sex
change operation at the age of 42, states
today: “Gender change is at its heart a
self-destructive act. Transgenders not
only annihilate their birth identity,
they destroy everyone and everything
in their wake: family, wife, children,
brothers or sisters, and career.”

He came to realise that his desire
to change genders stemmed from
deep-rooted childhood trauma, rather

- than a genetic disorder, and had his

surgery reversed eight years later.
His correspondence with
other people who had undergone and
subsequently regretted sex-change
surgery revealed the main trigger of
their gender dysphoria to be abusive
childhood environments.

several .

A Finnish study, published in
April 2015 in the journal Child and
Adolescent Psychiatry and Mental
Health, found that girls with gender
dysphoria have many other. mental-

health issues; autism spectrum
problems were very common. The
researchers stated: “In- the majority
of the applicants, gender dysphoria
presented in the context of wider
identity confusion, severe psycho-
pathology and considerable challenges
in the adolescent development.”

They concluded: “In the presence
of severe psychopathoélogy and
developmental difficulties, medical
[sex-reassignment] treatments may
not be currently advisable.”

In conclusion, the best, medical
experts on this issué; as well as people
like Walt Heyer, strongly state that
those who identify as transgender
need counselling and therapy, not sex-
reassignment surgery. Schools are not
experts in psychology; some children
who claim to be transgendered. have
serious underlying issues that are
best resolved through psychological
treatment.

Due to space constraints, we offer here
a greatly edited version of this story. To
read the entire story, with footnotes, go
online to www.newsweekly.com.au.
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NEWS WEEKLY, MARCH 26, 2016 — PAGE 14
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Schools?
‘Tough" |

EXCHJSIVE

EDUCAT[@N. R

Safe ;Sc’h&bls boperatives have "

been coaching educators to dis-
miss parental concerns over the

. contentious sex and gender-

diversity program, asserting that

parents are powerless to shut it 5:

down.

o ASafe Schools nanonal sym-

posmm :was told by ‘the pro-. !

gram’s Victorian co-ordinator,
| Roz Ward; that schools .could -
" ignore concemsraxsedaboutthe

agenda

“When people do complam '

then school- leadershlp ‘can very
1 wcalmly and gracxously say, ‘You

know what?.Wé're doing it any-
iway, tough luck’?” she told more

than 300 attendees."

Leaked video footégé-from’f |
“the event, which emerged atthe

‘weekend, also appears. to. con-
firm what critics of the program

- have long suspected: that it was -
‘more- about- promoting - radical -
political ideas around-sexuality

+and: gender: than preventmg
‘schoolyard bullying.

bullymg," MsWardsaid.
-*(It’s):about gender and sex-
‘ ual diversity. About same-sex

. der, about .being: Jlesbian, gay,
~ bisexual — say the words.—
transgender intersex, Not Just,

great’.

< “(It’s) not about celebratmg !
dlversxty -not about stopping

attractive, about being transgen- 1

‘Be mce to everyone; everyone’s .

. "~ SafeSchools project anager
-~ Joel Radcliffe]a fellow academic
" .at La Trobe University, which

. spawned-the: program, told-the -

--audience that the issue of paren-
- tal “concern’ came up - a- lot

- .when schools were considering

.. - whethertojoin the program.
“Parents ... seem to have a lot

ﬂ“sd«:“ 1» } —»rgr- ’T. Xoke

“which was shot in:Melboufn in
. June 2014, follows the. fede;al
éo@erhnﬁent’s decis
- to overhaul the taxpayer-funded

. dentreview.

Elements - of the program, -
including homosexual role-play -

and asking students to consider
- gender as-a. fluid concépt una-

_ ligned with. sex at birth, have

alarmed some parents.

Educatlop Minister - Simon

Birmingham has ordered organ-

‘campaign or lose their; remain-
ing$2million in funding,. -
~ *Just-as proselytising is:not

program, advocacy-must net be
last week.
The: Victorian government,

- which ispushing for the-compul-

.¢ the nextfew years, has said it will
wup:the bill if

: “saveslives”. . .
Launched in 2010, the pro-

_creating “safe and inclusive”

% -learning “spaces - for .same-sex
. attracted; intersex and gender—
+» diversestadents.::: - .

{5 Itwascreated off theback of a
. :campaign by the:La Trobe Uni-
versity to-elévate theinterests.of

y tscheols S
FamllyVome Ausu‘aha nat-
1onal reseateh: officer. Ros Phil-
.hps $aid the video showed that
the ‘program was ‘about pushing
.:“rainbow 1deology not stoppmg
bullymg

. fromy a - significant ‘number - of
+;parents-who had been rebuffed

rincipals:

b A spokeswamanrfor the Safe
+ Schools- Coalition said the pro-
gvamalmedto reducehomopho-

; "’»vdlscnmmatmnmsch ols

of power (m) sehools,” he:said. -
“Parents*don’thave the powerto .

- isers to curb their classroom

part of the-Safe:Schools: pro-
”Senatoermnghamsatd -

- seryroll out of thie programrover
) the fundingis’ -~ |
~argliig* that the. program_

gram claims to be dedicated” to

o Ms Phﬂhps 'sald the. orgams— '
atlori ‘Had . ‘received. - feedback

~ -when rmsmgthelr concemsthh ‘

«bieand transphobicbullyingand

./same-sex - af;tracted youth 1n‘

~The emergence of the vndeo,‘ h

écisionon Fiday ~

program in light of an, mdepen- ’

- part of the school chaplaincy - |
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REBECCA URBAN
ANDREW BURRELL

The wa:”oﬁ v»rEm a conten:

' tious sexual diversity program set -
* to become mandatory across all -
. Victorian mngcw isanoutspoken -

" hard-left warrior who has pub-
licly - denotinced *' Immigration

E:maﬁvonﬁgosawgwmﬁa »

Hvaﬂ_ﬂ: -

. Safe mnroow now__uou Saon- :
 ia go-founder Roz Wardhas also -
i’conceded: the Safe Schools.Co- -

* alition programispartofabroad- -

rer Marxist- mc.uammw to: QxEMm
; SGQQ
© . Ms 2»3 sa _..m .H._.owm CE.

+ versity academic® whe :'mooh-’

. lights as-a writer for RedFlag, the
- publieation of the Socialist Alter-
' native;: a Trotskyite self-de-
scribed Marxist organisation that
i has become :a dominant force

"-among university. radicals ‘and

: the braad-left activistmovement.

i+ Ms Ward’s recent contribu- -

tions include afi article published
vin January, titled -“Sexist text

 messages are the least of Peter -
¢ U:#cs.m crimes”, in which mvm,

el 2

accuses the ‘mihister of _umEm re-

isponsible for:instances of sexual *
, abuse being experienced by: refus.,
‘ mﬁu & 5@2»5.: E@ommmsm 8:.
e a_u_&ob is: nmboamc_m mon
these horrors,” she writes. “Sure, .
. -call ‘out casual - sexism, but we
should rage: longer: and harder-

against - his o:mosm 858

“against refugees.” :

In another article; Zm <<ma .
- accused the Liberals of turning
‘ train stations into: prisons. after :
the introduction of a safety policy -
,E 2012 of BEEBm .u?ﬁ.oaa

Mt i 0 s st e e St it

‘with armed guards: - She “de-

‘nounced:the mﬁw&p ‘known' as .
{“protective: services: officers?; as-
“uniformedthugs”. ‘

The program: has: gmw

"been: linked.:with -an §w8<& ’

publicperception of safety.
‘A prominent: n&%&%ﬁ., on

‘gay, - lesbian ~and - transgender

issues, including matriage equali-
ty, Ms Ward “has repeatedly

claimed..that the Safe Schools - .
nom__aopimm derived out of abid
. Oo::::& on m.ama m .

,ggdmwm

mnroo_m mncSm_“ mﬁmnwm C::a:

.,vroﬂomgvrm with Ward at the .
- .recent Pride March, declineda
o 8@8&9. an interview yesterday..

- *MPslike Cory Bernardi and
" George Christensen are perfect -
.- examples of the kind of attitudes
“thatwernieed to change,” ‘he said.

""" newly elected Coalition

» " Despitethe E.om..wa 's stated

. appreachtosex education -—

o Q%E& 33 wﬁa H

. o stamp out roEoE-oEm SEE_
:.. schools. -

‘Victorian mnznmﬁos Z:EE.
James Merlino, who womma for .

moiﬁmn in a statement, his

muowmmBms ‘said that the “scare. .

campaign’ _um_:m:_bcw .

" opponents of Safe Schools ,

- Coalition rmmvmmz. poEEmmg.n

o .omnamwmnm?_a .

“The commients fromfederal -

- The Victorian governmerit was

B the first toprovide publicfunds to
- .the cause. Former Labor educition.

© minister Bronwyni Pike, who has .
« an.openly:gay son, mb:dcsnm@

.- '$80,000 inseed fundingin

October 2010, A year later, the

.. .government ; m:so:bnmn further

. funding of $416,000 and the s
o fedétal Labor'government then -
o 5; itsSiipport in 2013when -
3 enny Wong, whois gay,
- unveiled$8 million.over four years
B .&m_u stophomophobia and

. ereatémore ,Ea:m:a mnroo_ :

- 8555:&3

The m&m Schools nom_Eoz

o EomEB lias since been rolled out-
"+ to'more thaih'500 schools and has

.. " thebacking of the Australiay -

. Secondary: Principals Association’
¢ + and the Australian mncnmuos

" Union:
aims, its politicallywcorrect ;

under whichteachers are

¢ nocbmmzmn thatitis gvmﬂm_dmmﬁmw ”

.o refer to'students as “girls and

.. boys” and children are instructed : -
! .torole-play gay teenagers— has
b o:gmmaaw%oﬁ groups and

Em_é»aé vegambm '

. itis appropriate for schools tobe
... teaching children ds young as 1

- the Emm:Em of terms such:as - k

. “queer”, cusmwxcw_s “sister mix ¥
’ BE trans guy”:.. :

”w: Aarch in'January alongside
* the Safe Schoots Coalition.

) mmnobg schiools; which just- -
_really shows'the Eomu.@umaxa :mm :
.- been made;” she wiote: {

© child,” Mr Collier said. .

- e

gmbw r»ﬁ n:%ﬁo:& SrmEmn

- The'Coalition mvam_S m_mo

Ms Watd, who manages the.

“ " programin Victoria, wrote about -
“thelandmark occasion, on'the -
- .coalition’s website.:

~ “Forthe firsttime everwe -

_,w.&

S AEwSoR than40 primary mnvoew ,
“or m 12 n@:mmmm thathave -

B

marched with a primary school as., !

wéll asmorethanadozen

St Enm Primary School: .

© - principal Sue Higgins B;m:bmn
. - that the school had takenpart, _E?
T &n:oﬁgoznnogﬂ L
- questions vid email, including., - .4
_whethérstudents had takén part.- |
" West Australian Education” _

Minister Peter Collier has raised .

' -concerns., ﬂmdeSm w%mnﬁ Om it. |

_
-as “almast offensive”. ,

>.mon=m1§m=mnroo:mm9aﬂ '
he said it could hurt the childrenit,

. EB& to protect, although it had |

the hallmarks of apeffective -
bullying strategy. w
“I cannot see or fathom any :

- situation whére drawing attention!

toa particuldsset of students is
going to necessarily assist that

“Ifeel'as spon as you start to

: |
’ Emb:@ or: _me_wﬂm very ¢ %ﬁ.&m ‘M

H
R
o
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‘ JGREG BROWN

+ B 7‘ .
s 1An acadenuc pald wnh govern-

- ‘ment - money to- mdependently
‘evaluate the -controversial - Safe -
,‘Schools Coahtlon antlnbullymg

" program is the co-chair of a° 8y
. -and transgender ‘organisation ;-
e that was promoted in the school
- material. -;

- - - demie- Cristyn Davies * lS

. of the’ researchers: undert .
w7 a, $270000 evaluahon of the
S -program v

' rejected the suggestion. of
 flictofinterest. - .
", “Aspartof university expécti: -
_uons ‘of research staff, T provxde
-~ " sérvice to the community-in iy .’
+, area of expértise. In this capacity; o

: :‘I serve as: co-chalr of the board at I

HTTREHMENT &

Safe Schools judge
g ?gay youth Hco—chalr

_unpald pdsmon My role w1th...
'; “TwentylOis onthe pubhc record ”

-She is also the co-cha‘.u' of

e

" Access to the 'I‘Wentylo ser-

vice was promoted on’ the Safe
.+ 1 Schiools materials" through the
_'Allostresource AR

. clusﬂm DAVIES DR
i, UNIVERSITY OF. SYDNEY "

“Twentyl0. On the 19th ofJanuary
this year, Twerityl0 heldahands- :
.~ on' workshop for .youth-on .

. .sex toys and sadomasochistlc

practlces ” Mr Christensensaid. -

- Professor Davies - yesterday

Professor Daviessaid:',

s The Australian’ . this “week

’ reve:aledx that, three of the four .
Sydney-based academics’ -com-"
missioned to mdependently eval- |,
“uate Safe’ Schools hadahlstory of - |~

advocatmg ams

T oyerhauledbythefederalgovetn-
- -’I‘wentle a counselling setvice i _ment over-concerns, it pushes a | "
‘.- for young gay and transgender o
: people :

leftist ideological agenda,

“The " Gillard govemment“ .

agreed to contribu

fessors Robinson, .Ullman and_. 1
— have written exten- -'|

s1vely of the need to overhaul the -. |
teachmg of sex ‘education to” |1
. touch: on. issues. ‘of sexyality and .
- gender in line with what eventu—; 1
n-.. +ally became Safe Schools. o

Professors Davies and Robm"
sop ave’ wrltten essays and
ed1tedabook. ‘

- IETRE SR

B Cadie b A-w-««a"‘“‘mq

poeri o B2
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,fEXCLUSIVE
-"{,GRE(; BROWN

o A government funded youth
Iobby that oversaw the . -’

.. implementation of the Safe’ .
' Schools Coalition paid nearly

- program with a research team -’
- dominated by academics with: a

" . “hetetonormative” sex

.+ governmeént paid FYA toroll out ;
P the $8 million Safe Schools. .
.*'. program. natlonallyas part of its
»' agreement to part-fund it until
! neRtyean ju; vl Lufiin 4
v FYA was.required to have '
o t-heSafe Schools program-+:-“ | >
. independently.evaluatedasa. -
- con itigtifor the federal fundmg
..~ The evaluatton waslast. year
L commlssmned to Western .
-Sydney academics Kerry:
Robinson and Jacqueline
" Ullman and University of
o Sydney académics Cristyn. -, |
" Davies and Rachel Skmner afcer
woa eompetltlve tender. - -
[ * Threeofthose authors o f ‘

E Ullman and Professor Davies—

e educatlon is the promotion of::
" ‘heterosexuality as the regu]ar
_r.’~.formofsexuahty ‘
B ’$300 000 for 4 review into the L
B on the more pragmatic aspects of j
.".adolescentsexualand. - -
‘reproductive health, mcludmg

- hlstoryofadvocatmgagamst
2 teenagepregnancyaridcondom

-cultures and official eduCatlonal

: j-';construct childrenas.. .

: -i"heteronomatlve subjects with

.- hetarosex
! sexval know edge is absentin the

i séxuahty largelyassotial:

rhaul the teachmg of‘ : "f .’

.. sex education to touch onissues -

- . of sexuality-and gender inline -

. with what eventually became B
Safe Schools. v

[

Het’eronorma’ave Sex

.. Professor Skinner speaahses ‘

o «educatlon inschools: ©, .". :., . use,Professor Robinsonand -
- . TheFoupdationof Young . Professor Davies in 2008 wrote L
Austrahans*whleh co-developed * ani essay criticising sex education
- Safe Schools, gave 2$270,000 .~ forfocusingon thebiological . -
. ‘resedrch grant to four Sydney- - .- aspects of sex without teachmg B
- "baséd atademicsto evaluate the notlons of sexuality, B
_program, with three ofthém. - -The essay, Docile Bodles and B
- arguingin various essays: for the Hetemnormanve Moral SubJects i
. overhaulingof sex education tor goeson tosay that thisteaching |
./ promote teachings of fluidityin - ‘, “naturalises heterosexualityas =
- genderand dlver51tyin sexuaI thenormatjve form of sexuahty i
. _-orientation. . RAT thereby reinforcing: students
. . The FYA derives: 35 per nt ~heteronormatxv1ty’ A
. of regular income from the e - “Despite the hegemomc
. federaland Vlctonan . * . discourse that sexuality is.
governments The: federal < .. irrelevant to children, schoolmg

‘documents cons1stently

fatuzes; evemwhen .

i
4
3
i
!
'

eumculums " the essdy said,
“Weviewchildhgodand: - .

constructionsto which: schoohng
akes asignificant contrﬂ:utlon e
. Ajointstatement by the. *

. tesearchersiat Western Sydney
“+University and the University. of
- Sydney said they werefroma

“broadfield of dlsaphnes and
*the ﬁndmgs wouldbe.:

B “mdependent and “obJectlve
- Professor Robinson, Professor | . . ¥
_subjected to the hlghest suentmﬁc ;
: have wntten exteanely ofthe LA s

“The'evaluation isbeing »

it said.:
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fake the content senously
' ‘ ,to its: stated aim of

Vldeo urges students to
ignore phys1cal gender

EXCLUSIVE

Auum BANENDALE
GEOFF CHAMBERS

~A new taxpayer»funded antl-

‘bullying video”that encourages
'Year7 and 8 students across Aus-
tralia to forget they have penises

" and vaginas ‘and focus on their
. mdlvlduahtyhasbeen savaged by -

" education experts. " -
: «f 'I‘heLaTrob:"Um ersltywdeO‘

resource. called :the Practical
: Guide to Love: Sex and Relation-
shlps, which was created by La’
Trobe Umversntyg Austrahan,
. Research*C&ntre’i in Sox Heaith
" and Somety

Austrahan!Cathohc Universi- ="~ *'TH

-ty seniol research fellow’ Kevm

¥, wao L
" Year 7-12 'sttidents for 18 yeas,

The “Video is part of an- onlme .

who taught English to

‘versial Safe Schools: Coahtlon ’

sexual leeISIty program .
“ It depicts a scenario in Wthh

: Martlans invade and enforce -a
smamale-femaledmsxon L
~ Channelling - Mel  Gibson’s

 William Wallace, “non-binary”
male and female characters urge
. studentstofightback. ...

“You don’thavetobe a.certain

‘way Just because you have a

penis,” they say. “You don’t have.
to be a certain- wayJust because .

you haveaVagma

twe pro |
sald. “It S réi? i

.ment to students to; uhders
éonsent ahd*th’é“é‘aﬁia\“&ty %r
tobeagood, enjoyable thi

said he doubted students would _andactre

e

Contr

- who co’chai edt

- “It presents a very sxmphsnc

view of gender and in many ways

the scenario is so unbelievable
that i¥ W w%uld
bé that adoléscent stiiderits would
find it difficult to understand and
would notbe able to believe it was’
credible or believablé because it’s
‘such a wacky' situation and so
contrived that they would pr‘ob-
ablyseeitasafarce” -

~'The research cenitre produced :

the'Safé Schools'Coalition sexual
diversity program whxch is undér
a Tumbull gsov 1 y i

dependently of Safe S’Ch?‘)ols aiid

iiced

classroor, axd'Dr"Donnelly, Ay

ahtlon MP Geo‘rge Chn énsen: of ¥

exaggeratmg” theimpact of links
appearmg on its website connect-
ingkids with sex shops

e mi
@f‘{f‘“n-
avaﬂabTe
rated’”

- A Safe Schools Coalmon

spokeswoman said the, Allyof Us .

resource was compiled by teach-
ers, a curriculum consultant and

, spokeﬂ‘*agzimits

‘George‘ Chnstensens com-"p
ments _rely on_ misinformation -
and exaggeratlon to spread fear. -
regesents the nature of

se helped

_ensure the resourée was relevant

s - and engagmg for.y young peop]e
and w d to

the Safea

h - regards remownghnks from thexrv

web51tes

and LGB

“Malcoli T‘umbull thls week
. ordered a review into the Safe
Schools program, which receives

$8 million -in taxpayer funds

under- a four-year contract ap- |

T provedbyLabo r. T herewew—to]

nculum

- urged MPsto us‘éﬁ‘vet?’ neasured
language” and to consider _the |

etyxsbased on mutual respect and
that'is' something that mist be
extended to all of our children”

and’ indeed all Austfalians “ He
said: :

. for Kevin Donnelly’s article on _

The Prime M'mlster ye’ { erday

h cfodls Coalition: - i-
“as  material on the web edition - -

K 53 -
e SN L S
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Sceptnclsm as
| survey doubles teen
same—sex attractlon

EXCLUSIVE
 REBECCA URBAN

groups, resultmgi 1
significant overstal mel}tof the

rates of same-sex attraction -
-among young people and '
queshonable claims about the

degree of homophobia in the
schoolyarda

The Jatest National Survey of
Australian Secondary Stidents
and Seéxual Health, condiicted-
by La Trobe University’s.~ -
Australian Research Centre in
Sex, Health and Society, claims
that 16.8 percent of 16-19-year-
olds reported being attracted to
the same sex.

The ARCSHS figureis more
than double that cited in earlier

govemment.
The large variations in the
 reported rates of same-sex.
attraction have attracted
~~ growing scepticism.
- Théquality of the xesearch
that has been widely used to
. lobby governments and
educatorsto gverhaul sex .
‘education has come under fire
from University of Sydney
health sciences academic
Continued on Page 2

;schoo]s, such as the' exp: )

l | by s
‘ Schools Coalmon wlpch

’ dwerse or traﬁs(sexual) and L7 pér
cent mtersex, so that s 16 per cent, .

i e v

Conhnued from Page I+

James Athanasou, who conducted
an independent assessment of the
'ARCSHS’s most recent study info

the sextial health and wellbeing of

same-sex-attracted young people.

¢ <According to Professor Athan-

asou, a former lecturer’ in
measurement and evaluation, the
Writing Themselves In_3 study
suffered from “major shorftcom-

ings”. It found that 66 per cent of - -

same-sex-attracted and gender-

questioning youth had exper-.. -
1enced some form of abuse or

homophobia, with 80 per cent of
fnstances OCcurl'ing atschool.

' Iy a report seen by Th W
SndAustralian DrAthangso rais-

lttracted populatlon as” -

oants weré required to self:
b “'This, combmed

nences of abnSe dnhd’ hom
noting thit" bullying be

'were studied”in isolation from

'other features of bullym_g__ at
efiéh te s f

i
used in SDO schools acro‘s‘s

Y

i ioubles?teen*attractlon

_ ‘he saldl, NowI ust‘don’t belleve
that. I think- they overstate that

figure:to’ make the s:tuatlon look
worse. ot

- Writing- Themselves In 3,
Wthh is-authiored by Lynne Hﬂler

the thitrd report in'a series that has

been used Australia-wide to

inform government policy and
cumculum development Itis.cur-

fifth National Survey of Australian

- Secondary Students and Sexual
~‘HEa1th, releas ‘:"m 2014 Wthh

. inc ‘mplete'pacture

l_JAMES ATHANASOU ‘i

comprehensive

ch'“ls angd” mox:e ’

- ‘gender issues.-

HaV1ng slruggled to recruit
- of AT

Also: listed on the websﬁe is the I
"included a1996 study by DrHiller,

 students, in'which it h
. béen claimed that II'per cent Were

 trend overthe past threesurveysof ';

‘has mcreased in the previous dec-.

YT

’.study is routinely cited by the Safe:

Desplte its «hnntahons ‘the . {
" Sehools ‘Coalition when it claims f

that 10- per cent of students are: {

.‘same-sex-attracted, a "figure not
supported in the research. Nor. is-

the claim supportedin thetwo pre— |

vious secondaty school surveys,

cent of participants-identified: as

The 2008 survey reports 6.7 per’ l,
|
l

same-sex-attracted, including ‘bi- |

sexual, while the 2002 Survey had v

- thefiguré at 5.2 per cent.

- Previous research that tned to..
measure the number of same-sex-
attracted youth in the community -:

involving 1200 ‘rural high'
squently

samé-sexcattracted
- Acloserlook atthe report; The
Rural Mural: Sexuality-and-Diver-

3 per’ cent were attracted orly to

l
l

'l
|
6ol - i

|
|

people of the samé-sex, 2 percent

Were attracted to both sexes, whlle

!
sity in Rural Youth, tevéals that l’
I
i
l

“Howéver" thére’ has:been 4.,

the Secondary Students and Sex
ual Health studies ... that | the per-4;
Gfig ; ik

ho* rép
ively attracted to the oppos1te sex

ade,” the spokes‘gomgn said. -
“Writing Th, ,ves ln uses a |

l

'young people It has conSistently l
1

l

themn):
Drv Hillier ahd *Ms Mltchell

. : OF
N respond to a regues rfor comment.




